WEN, "THE CIVIL SCHOLAR/' AT PLAY

struck on a tight-drawn wire or strip of bamboo
across the kite. With a dozen huge musical kites
in the air, a most remarkable assembling of
sounds is heard, which, if not musical to our ears,
is, at all events, satisfying to the Chinese lad.
The pyrotechnic kite, by which firecrackers were
set off in mid-air by means of lighted punk at-
tached to the kite, was another delight. The
Chinese have, from time immemorial, manufac-
tured giant firecrackers, of which the first terrific
explosion drives the remainder of the load high
into the air, where there is another loud explosion.
This double-barreled onslaught is presumed by
the ignorant to frighten away the evil spirits,
both from the earth and from the air above. Even
little Choy Hung had its share in this supersti-
tious belief.

There were other sports into which Wen
entered heartily, such as kicking feathers (similar
to our shuttlecock), leapfrogging, the game of
stick-measuring, and sugar-cane chopping. The
game of stick-measuring consisted in batting one
stick with another, the smaller stick being caught
in the tail of the lad's gown. If he caught it, he,
in turn, became the batter, and the victory in the
game was measured in the batting-distance from
the home plate.

Sugar-cane chopping involved something of a
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